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if there should be any remainder left over, you must
all three of you eat it; if not, all the cows are to
be given to the King, and my curse will rest upon
yoUj for disobedience to my last wishes. And
having said this, that old Brahman died. And his
sons performed his obsequies, and burned him in
accordance with the rites.

Then they assembled together for the division of
the property. And the eldest brother said: Half
of these cows, that is9 nine cows and a half, are
mine. And the next brother said: One quarter
of these cows, that is, four cows and three-fourths
of a cow, belong to me. Then the youngest said:
One-fifth of these cows, that is, three cows and four-
fifths of a cow, are mine. Then the eldest said:
But the sum of all these, added together, amounts
only to eighteen cows and a fraction. Thus there
will remain over a portion of the last cow. And in
that case we must eat it But ho\v is it possible
for Brahmans to eat the flesh of a cow ? Or even,
how are we to take various portions of any cow,
and leave it still aliveh? But then, what is to be
done ? For unless we share in our due proportions,
all the cows are to go to the King, and our father's

11 To kill, let alone to eat, a cow, would be of course one
of the most deadly sins of which a Brahman could be guilty.